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STATE & TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS PROGRAM 

Preventing wildlife declines. Saving taxpayer dollars. Supporting jobs. 

 

THE ASK 

Provide the highest possible funding level for the State & Tribal Wildlife Grants Program in FY27   

to meet growing conservation needs and prevent Endangered Species Act listings. 
 FY 26 Funding level is $73.8M

 

WHY STATE & TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS MATTERS 

• Prevents costly federal listings 

Directed at the conservation of 12,000+ Species of Greatest Conservation Need, helping avoid 

Endangered Species Act listings and reducing regulatory burdens on businesses and landowners.  

• Highly effective, on-the-ground conservation 

Delivers targeted, locally led conservation projects that directly improve habitat and conserve 

rare and declining fish and wildlife before they require federal protection.  

• Saves taxpayer dollars 

Proactive conservation is far less expensive than listing and recovering species after they decline.  

• Driven by science and accountability 

Guided by congressionally-required State Wildlife Action Plans, recently updated using the best 

available science and conservation innovations.  

• Leverages strong partnerships 

Federal funding is matched by state, Tribal, and private investments, maximizing return on 

taxpayer dollars.  

• Supports development & infrastructure 

Helps streamline environmental reviews, reducing delays and uncertainty for energy and 

infrastructure projects.  

• Addresses major threats 

Funds work on invasive species and wildlife diseases, which cause billions in economic damage 

annually.  

 

ECONOMIC IMPACT 

• $181 million in annual economic output  

• 28 jobs per $1 million invested (≈2x road & bridge construction)  

• Supports the $1.2 trillion outdoor recreation economy  

Healthy fish and wildlife populations support tourism, recreation, agriculture, and rural economies 

nationwide. 
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BROAD, BIPARTISAN SUPPORT 

• State, Tribal, territorial, and D.C. fish and wildlife agencies  

• Hundreds of hunting, fishing, birding, and conservation organizations  

• Nearly 200 bipartisan Members of Congress support funding  

 

ACCOUNTABLE & EFFECTIVE 

• Federally approved State Wildlife Action Plans guide all investments  

• Administered and audited by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  

• Formula-based funding (2/3 population & 1/3 land area) ensures equitability  

• Supports all wildlife: fish, mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates  

• Enables locally driven, voluntary conservation solutions  

• Supports working lands, including farms and ranches  

• Proven track record of preventing species declines and avoiding listings 

• Efficiently invests federal dollars in priority on-the-ground conservation 

• Leverages the authority, staff, and existing infrastructure of state, territorial, and tribal fish and 

wildlife agencies, which have the primary statutory responsibility for conserving and 

managing fish and wildlife.

 

BOTTOM LINE 

STWG is one of the most effective uses of federal dollars for on-the-ground conservation by 

delivering measurable results, supporting jobs, and saving taxpayers money by preventing species 

from becoming endangered. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Additional Information about the State & Tribal Wildlife Grants program 
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Table 1. Selected species of greatest conservation need where State & Tribal Wildlife Grant funding helped 
prevent endangered species listings or aided in the recovery of species that were already listed. For more 
information, see the State and Tribal Wildlife Grant Programs 20th Anniversary Report 
(https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/2616/0087/6829/STWG_2020_Report_Final.pdf).  
 
Source USFWS Budget Justification-FY2025 
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Table 2.  Most funding from the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants is apportioned to the states and territories based on 2/3rd 
population and 1/3rd land area. No state can receive more than 5% or less than 1%. There are separate apportionment 
percentages for territories.  Approximately $6 million is allocated to tribes and approximately $7 million for competitive 
grants to the states. Below are apportionment amounts for FY2025. 
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