Human–Wildlife Conflict Working Group
115th AFWA Annual Meeting
Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa
Tucson, Arizona

Chair: Brian Wakeling (Montana)
Vice-Chair: Doug Brimeyer (Wyoming)
Tuesday, September 23, 2025 | 1:15 – 3:15 PM (MST)

A. Call to Order / Review of Agenda / Introductions
Chair Brian Wakeling called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM. A quorum of members and partners was present (62).
The Chair welcomed attendees and reviewed the agenda. No amendments were proposed and the agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 
Attendees introduced themselves, representing state agencies, federal partners, NGOs, and other stakeholders involved in human–wildlife conflict management.

Action Item: None.
B. Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting
Chair Wakeling presented the minutes from the previous meeting for review. 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as distributed. Hearing no discussion, the Chair called for a vote. 
The motion carried and the minutes were approved as presented.

Action Item: None.
C. USDA‑APHIS Wildlife Services Update
Jessica Fantinato, Deputy Administrator, provided an update on Wildlife Services activities and priorities. 
Highlights included ongoing work addressing livestock depredation, airport wildlife hazards, invasive species, and support for state wildlife agencies responding to human–wildlife conflicts. 
Fantinato emphasized the importance of collaboration between federal and state partners and the continued development of science‑based management tools.
Specifically mentioned were efforts related to managing:
· black vultures- Conflicts are increasing due to an increase in abundance and range expansion, 14 states increased permitting
· brown tree snakes-Impacts to the Guam power grid of as much as four point $4,500,000,  some 8000 snakes were removed in conjunction with partners
· feral swine- $105 million was given to USDA for feral swine management removal that money will be divided with NRCS 
· double crested cormorants- Currently undergoing a population estimate to inform take
· grizzly bears- Idaho Montana Wyoming are being provided assistance,10 bears were relocated
· HPAI-Continued surveillance of wild birds, also investigating domestic mammals and Pharrell swan
·  non lethal management strategies and methods for managing Beaver and large carnivores
·  New World Screwworm has been found in Mexico but getting closer to the US border. 400 sample kits have been distributed in priority counties along the US border. A fact sheet was produced for hunters in English and Spanish. Developing an incident playbook to determine the best response if the new world screwworm enters the United states.
· Avian predator research
· grey wolves- Providing operational assistance in 11 states
· Risk assessment reviews; 34 have been completed

Action Item: None.
D. Report: The Cost of Losing Hunting and Trapping
Lou Cornicelli presented findings from a Southwick Associates report evaluating the economic and conservation impacts of losing hunting and trapping. 
The presentation emphasized the financial contributions these activities provide through license sales, excise taxes, and economic activity that supports conservation programs. 
Cornicelli noted that eliminating hunting and trapping would significantly reduce conservation funding and limit important wildlife management tools.

Action Item: Members encouraged to use report findings in communication with policymakers and stakeholders.
E. Update: Berryman Institute
Nicki Frey provided an update on the Berryman Institute’s current projects and partnerships related to wildlife damage management research. 
The Institute continues to support applied research that helps improve wildlife conflict management methods and provides science‑based guidance to wildlife agencies.

Action Item: None.
F. Update on AFWA Conflict Papers
Brian Wakeling and Bryant White provided updates on several AFWA conflict publications currently under development.

Urban Coyote Publication – Is available online and 50 50  hard copies will be distributed to each state.
Managing Conflicts with Beavers – Publication is currently in press.
Managing Conflicts with Wolves – Outline presented and requires working group approval prior to drafting.
Managing Cougars in North America – Being developed by WAFWA.

Action Items:
• Members to review and provide feedback on the outline for the wolf conflict publication.
• Continue coordination with WAFWA on the cougar management document.
G. Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment for Wildlife Damage Management Methods
Bryant White provided an overview of the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment used to evaluate wildlife damage management tools employed by USDA‑APHIS Wildlife Services. 
The presentation described the scientific process used to evaluate potential impacts to humans, non‑target wildlife, and the environment. 
These assessments help ensure wildlife damage management tools meet environmental compliance and safety standards.

Action Item: None.
H. Botstiber Institute Update
Jessica Tegt provided an update on the Botstiber Institute for Wildlife Fertility Control and its efforts to support research related to fertility control technologies. 
The Institute continues to fund projects aimed at improving the effectiveness and practicality of fertility control as a tool for managing wildlife conflicts, particularly in urban settings.

Action Item: None.
I. Roundtable Discussion
Montana-the international human bear conflict workshop will be held in October in Kalispell Mt. The agency has developed a grizzly bear and black bear interactive dashboard.
Wyoming- wolves and grizzly bears are the major source of conflict there will be a wildlife human attack response training April 6-10 in Cody, WY. There were 231 conflicts with grizzly bears over the past year 75 percent of those conflicts were related to livestock the grizzly bear population is growing. There are 24 pairs of breeding wolves and 163 wolves in 25 packs in the trophy game zone

Missouri- there is a growing black bear population in the southern part of the state. There is an estimated population of 1100 bears with a harvest of 12 to 18 bears per year.

Louisiana- over 1,000,000 alligators in the state and there is an effort to respond to every conflict. The black bear population is expanding and they are working on education and outreach tools though it is often hard to get this information to people relative to black bear conflicts.

Texas- concern about the new world screwworm.  Black bear conflicts are a problem and hazing is often used. Aoudad sheep are a problem as well due to some disease concerns. There have been conflicts with coyotes in the Dallas Fort Worth area and these negative interactions are usually created as a result of feeding.  Ordinances are needed to stop the feeding. Great Blue Heron rookeries are causing some issues and the agency is studying the effects of these rookeries on water quality and soil.
North Carolina- black bears are an issue in the Asheville area and there are over 100 bears believed to be in that urban area some have even entered occupied dwellings. The agency is getting a feeding ordinance passed to stop feeding. The agency is using BearWise to educate. Alligators caused some issues in the state as well. Birds are the number one source of calls to their wildlife conflict call center. Feral swine are an issue as well
Arizona- black bears are an issue. There were over 2000 calls about black bear conflicts in 2025 which was a significant increase over 2024 when there were only 600 calls and 2023 when there were only 300. Many of these conflicts are created as a result of bears getting into trash. There are also increasing conflicts with elk primarily with elk staying in town. Some of this is a result of residents providing food and water for the elk so as a result some of these elk are being captured and removed.
Idaho-continues to face challenges with grizzly bears and wolves there was a rash of grizzly bear depredation on cattle early in the year and the state worked with wildlife services to lethally remove three bears. There were no grizzly bear attacks during the archery elk season this year. A black bear bit a rafter. Wolf depredation on cattle is still a problem but conflicts are going downward due to various control actions. $2,000,000 was paid out on elk and deer depredation on crops.
Washington- there is a problem with wolves. In the eastern third of the state wolves are not listed however they are listed in the other 2/3 of the state and this creates challenges with management. There are also conflicts with elk due to elk being overpopulated in some areas and because some federal lands have been closed, So the population can no longer be managed which creates issues with agricultural damage in adjacent properties.
Oregon- stellar sea lions are still being removed at a rate of about 15 to 20 per year however in past years as many as 60 had been removed. There are also issues with Canada geese due to the fact that the Willamette Valley is the grass seed capital of the world. Zinc phosphide poisoning is also a problem for various reasons.

J. Wrap‑up Discussion and Assignments for Next Meeting
Chair Wakeling summarized key topics discussed during the meeting and thanked presenters and participants for their contributions. 
Members were encouraged to remain engaged in the development of AFWA conflict publications and ongoing collaborative initiatives addressing human–wildlife conflicts.

Action Item: Continue providing input on AFWA conflict publications and working group initiatives prior to the next meeting.
