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Fisheries and Water Resources POLICY COMMITTEE
Chair: Jim Fredericks (ID)

Vice-Chair: Craig Bonds (TX)

Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024
Time: 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM EDT
Grandview BC, Amway Grand Plaza Hotel
89th North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference
Grand Rapids, MI
Agenda

Call to Order/Review Agenda/Approval of Minutes – Jim Fredericks (ID)

Introductions - All
Working Group Reports
· Subcommittee on Water – Julie Carter (AZ)
· SOW met in person and held virtual pre-meeting
· Roundtable discussion on water quantity and water quality issues
· updating state water plans

· developing parameters and guidelines for closing waters to fishing during drought/low flow conditions

· designing and implementing restoration projects to improve water quality—In recent years Ohio has purchased 16,000 acres of wetlands  (H2Ohio)

· issuing consumption advisories in areas where high PFAS levels detected (although GL states are using slightly different numbers from one another)
· Challenges identified

· Multiple states highlighted the lack of regulation of groundwater withdrawals for agricultural use

· Unknown impacts of pumped storage projects on reservoir fisheries

· Warming waters and continued drought in the Southwest

· HABs in the Great Lakes

· Impacts of WOTUS decisions on wetland protection 

· received updates on NFHP and the National Fish Habitat Assessment, the progress of the Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training Center concept, and a recap of the Water Policy Roundtable held in D.C. earlier this month. 
· With respect to the IFWLC center, SOW recommends that states review the Feasibility Assessment in preparation for potential endorsement at the AFWA annual meeting in the fall.

· Drug Approval Working Group – Alan Johnson (IA) 

· Second Unmet Drug Needs Survey 
· will be sent to agency, tribal, and private aquaculture and fisheries personals to gauge the drug needs and disease challenges faced by fish handlers across these disciplines.
· AFWA will be distributing the survey to State and Tribal agencies while AADAP will distribute to Federal agencies. Private producers will be reached through the National Aquaculture Association. 
· please distribute widely among your hatchery staff, fisheries biologists, fisheries managers, etc
· This year the survey will be in electronic format
· Biannual meeting held with ADAC in San Antonio TX February 18th during the Aquaculture America 2024 Conference. 
· Included DAWG Partner Updates and DAWG’s drug status updates.  

· ADAC revised the Five-Year Plan. The Plan now encompasses a broad scope of aquatic drugs to include vaccines or biologics.  
· ADAC/ FDA CVM interactions. 

· Meet three times per year

· FDA has shared recent initiatives in the Comprehensive Aquaculture Research Program and Animal and Veterinary Innovation Agenda. 

· The EPA review of formaldehyde registrations 
· The concern is that EPA risk assessments on formaldehyde may result in regulations changes that reduce access (cost or availability) to the FDA approved aquaculture use of Formalin as a fungicide (eggs) or parasiticide (fish). 
· The DAWG plans to develop a letter stating our concerns with impacts of regulations changes to fish propagation for public hatcheries. 
· We will ask AFWA leadership to review and approve the letter which will be submitted to the EPA.
· FWCA Working Group – Jen Sheehan (AR)
· PPA reform and OMRR&R a good place to start
· States need FWCA funding. Historically used to be provided.
· Seeking legal opinion on what projects trigger FWCA
· Jen starting with question about whether interstate river compact commissions trigger FWCA
· will share Arkansas’ legal opinion once available
· then submit more types of projects for opinion
· WG members shared experiences (positive and negative) working with their Corps district offices
· Variation in how Districts adhere to FWCA – talking to FWSS and involving the states
· More difficult for states to engage on FWCA when a lead USFWS office has not been assigned
· Exploring whether NCTC can adapt a FWCA Training Course for states
· U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 

· provides ability for state agencies to review projects that impact recreational land
· Will be asking National Association of Wetland Managers to give presentation to working group
· Status of Bird & Fish Related Conflict Working Group
· Need to rebuild working group. Need to identify focus points and identify new members
· Needs engagement from both fish chiefs and wildlife chiefs, and this needs to be communicated to directors as well
· Target states where neotropicals fly, conduct interviews with them and identify needs
· Depredation permits
· SC still having issues with DCCOs, getting permits for hatcheries
Advances in Fishing Technology and Management Response– Mike Leonard, ASA
· American Sportfishing Association is interested in working with states on management the issue of advances in fishing technology
· Discussion focused right now on understanding impacts of forward facing sonar on angler efficiency and catch rates.
· Can find fish with forward facing sonar that couldn’t be found without

· Hearing about restrictions and prohibitions, want to have a conversation. Avoid inhibiting innovation 
· Discussion about potential for AFS to hold a workshop

· AFWA to hold a virtual discussion for fish chiefs

· AFS special section on this topic

Fish Health and Fish Culture - Ali Schwaab, AFWA
· Summarized recent activities by AFWA members and partners relating to fish health and/or fish culture 
· committee reflected on whether there is a need for a Fish Health and Fish Culture working group
· concern about in-person meeting; suggest starting as working group and see how things evolve

· discuss with FWHC leadership

· need commitment from fish chiefs

Status of Piscicides in the U.S. – Julie Carter, AZ
· Julie provided updates on several piscicide topics: rotenone re-registration, antimycin registration and production status, and CO2. 
· Rotenone

· CLS, the registrant of rotenone, is no longer willing to fund any of the subchronic inhalation neurotoxicity study required by EPA

· EPA could require two additional studies

· Extension granted through April 17. Could continue in this manner for a while with successive 90 day extensions.
· May need to have conversation among states and other users regarding funding the study
· EPA worried about exposure for applicants

· AFS Fish Management Chemicals Committee revised the SOP for rotenone in 2023. New version available here 

· CLS investigating companies that could manufacture Prenfish (liquid rotenone).Havn’t had access to Prenfish for several years. Once available again, would require EPA emergency use authorization. CLS expecting full production no later than early 2026.

· Antimycin A

· Produced by Streptomyces sp. EPA registration lapsed.

· USGS bought rights and is working on production

· USGS Upper Midwest Environmental Science Center (UMESC) pursuing reinstatement of EPA registration
· Invasive Species Corporation would be commercial supplier, USGS will conduct quality control testing

· Promising alternative to rotenone in some situations

· CO2

· USGS/FWS collaborated on pesticide label in 2019. Currently two approved uses on the pesticide label: (1) behavioral deterrent to limit the localized occupancy, movement and spread of invasive carp, and (2) as an under-ice lethal control for any aquatic nuisance species
· state pesticide also required before a label will be provided and before application. Currently registered in 13 states.

· SOPs for the two approved uses are currently in development

· Possible to broaden use as a pesticide

· workflow to obtain a pesticide label is still largely under development 
· If you are interested in applying CO2 in your state, please reach out to Carrie Link or Aaron Cupp (USGS UMESC)
· Sodium sulfite

· Inorganic salt that lowers Dissolved Oxygen

· Use either to sedate or eradicate fish
· Good for small waters, means of salvaging fish

· USFWS interested in pursuing EPA registration, needs to collect more data

National Fish Habitat Partnership and National Fish Habitat Assessment Update – Ryan Roberts, NFHP
· Ryan provided updates on board membership changes and ACE Act reauthorization efforts

· NFHP has seen investment of more than $450M in projects since 2006 and completed 1700 projects
· National Fish Habitat Assessment

· Habitat assessment required, will begin June 2024 and be completed in 2026
· Focused on filling gaps in the current assessment and bringing in new information to do so (hydrology, forest, grazing intensity, socioeconomic)

· Integrating partnerships’ information and assessments

· NFHP project dashboard in development, publicly available soon

· This year’s recommended projects to be announced soon
· Board meeting in-person July 31- August 1 in Anchorage
2022 National Economic Impacts of Sportfishing – Ben Scuderi, Southwick Associates
· summarized the national results of a MSCG-funded study to estimate the economic impacts of sportfishing. 
· State-level fishing impacts will be available by the end of June. 

· 2022 National Survey is the basis for this analysis

· Anglers spent $100B in 2022

· Raised more than $12B in state and local tax revenue

· National report- Sportfishing in America

· Will have handbills for every state in June

· Change in survey methodology

· Big ticket expenditures are the main difference. Estimates for these have gone up a lot in comparison to previous survey.

· Not directly comparable to 2016 report

Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training Center– Christopher Estes TBC
This presentation will summarize the findings of a MSCG-funded study to assess the feasibility of establishing an Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training Center. The final feasibility assessment was completed late last year. The committee will be asked whether it is supportive of the steering committee continuing to progress work to establish such a training center. 

Break
Fish Passage Updates– Federal Partners
· FWS received $200M through BIL for fish passage projects and technical support
· Year 3 projects will be announced in April. Combined two years of funding. Received a lot of interest, demonstrating there is still a lot of need. $576M in request received this year.

· Review panel integrates with interagency task force. Have successfully brought agencies new to fish passage work into the fold.

· Held BIL fish passage workshop in Charleston, SC last December
· Focused on building a list of transformational projects that can be shared among interagency task force members, use to coordinate and streamline implementation

Other Federal Partner Updates – Federal Partners
· FWS FAC 

· saw a 6% reduction. No reduction to Aquatic Invasive Species.
· Need to ensure fish passage program is adequately funded once BIL money is gone

· FAC beginning work to develop a 5 year strategic plan and welcomes input

· RBFF and FAC  working on outreach

· First meeting of new Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council planned for May. This federal advisory committee now reports to both FWS and NOAA. Topics on the agenda include derelict vessels

· Hatchery and applied science- risk assessment of climate impacts

· USGS

· $42M down

· Areas that don’t have CRUs- Mississippi Delta, Appalachia

· Emphasis on European green crab
· Freshwater mollusk science vision released

· Sturgeon and paddlefish research document is up next

Federal Fish Summit Findings/Discussion – Dave Hu, USGS/All
· Dave provided an overview of the findings from the 2023 Federal Agencies Fisheries Summit, the purpose of the which was to build relationships and establish a community of practice to improve the landscape-scale management and conservation of aquatic, estuarine, and nearshore species and their habitats through federal agency coordination and collaboration.
· AFWA observer present, but states opted not to participate. 

· Big emphasis on tribes

· Developed post-summit recommendations, next step will be to build these recommendations into program plans and actions. Each agency will determine how to use/implement these recommendations.

· One of the report’s recommendations was to foster collaborative partnerships with state governments. Interest in learning how FWRPC might be the vehicle for working more with the states. 
· CRUs are a great example
Government Affairs Update - Ali Schwaab, AFWA
Legislative

· ACE Act Reauthorization

· On March 12, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW) advanced the America’s Conservation Enhancement Reauthorization Act of 2024, S3791. 

· The bill will ensure continuation of a number of AFWA’s priorities benefiting state conservation efforts, including the National Fish Habitat Partnership (NFHP)

· reauthorization at $10M (up from $7.2M) 

· separate $1M authorization for the National Fish Habitat Assessment

·  important technical amendments that would render partnership coordinators eligible for NFHP funding and exempt them from the 50% match requirement calculated at the partnership level.

· WRDA 2024

· Biennial bill that authorizes USCAE water resource studies and projects relating to navigation, floor protection, and coastal restoration. 

· Senate: EPW held a WRDA hearing on February 28, which focused primarily on the understanding the reasons for delays in implementing Congressional direction in previous WRDAs. Chairman Carper and ranking member Capito emphasized the WRDA 2024 will be more limited in scope, focusing on individual project solutions so that USACE can fully implement projects from past WRDAs. Over half of the 1200 requests received relate to provisions in past WRDAs that have not yet been implemented. 

· Working with an informal coalition to advocate for PPA reform via WRDA 2024. 

· 6 week timeline, expecting to see drafts in the spring

· Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund Reauthorization

· The Association has initiated discussions with the members of the Angling & Boating Alliance (ABA) on the reauthorization of Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund. The current authorization expires at the end of FY26. Based on feedback from the group, we will be organizing monthly calls to reach consensus on legislative priorities and draft language and aim to have a marker bill introduced in early Fall 2024. This will lay the groundwork for reauthorization in the 119th Congress.

Administrative

· CON

· AFWA has been providing input on a potential legislative fix to resolve the Certificate of Number issue between state agencies and the USCG. If you recall, the USCG has recently been auditing state boating programs and finding some states out of compliance with USCG regulations because they have been attaching fees as a condition of registration. These fees are often AIS-related. The legislative fix would provide more flexibility for states to continue to collect these fees alongside those relating to boating registration. 

Formaldehyde Review

· The US EPA is currently reviewing formaldehyde under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).  There is the potential for this risk evaluation to result in risk management decisions that make formalin, a key fish therapeutant, difficult to obtain and/or administer.  

· In its recently released draft risk evaluation, EPA preliminarily finds that formaldehyde poses unreasonable risk to human health, and that workers who are in workplaces where formaldehyde is used are at the most risk from formaldehyde exposure. Worker protections, such as protective equipment, were not taken into consideration when making these conclusions.  EPA is not permitted to consider impacts on critical uses and costs at this stage—those considerations will come into play when developing any proposed rules. Comments on the draft risk evaluation are due May 14.  

· Interest in drafting letter documenting concerns for hatcheries

Action items

· Consider wake boats raised as future topic (suggestion from MAFWA)
· Small group to conduct a needs assessment to inform the rebuild of the BFCWG

· Organize a meeting on advances in fishing technology and management implications

· Work with FWRHC to revive and modify the aquatic animal health working group

· Consider endorsement of Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training Center concept at Annual Meeting

Wrap up – Jim Fredericks 
Adjourn
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