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FISH AND WILDLIFE TRUST FUNDS COMMITTEE

Chair: Mark Tisa, MA

Vice Chair: Ted Will, GA 

March 28, 2024

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM                                                        
​
· Call to Order, Introductions, Announcements, and Agenda Review – Mark Tisa, MA
The meeting was called to order at 10 AM. 

· Approval of the March 2023 Meeting Minutes 

The committee approved the meeting minutes from March 2023.

Scheduled Discussion Items
· Airguns Paying into Wildlife Restoration Fund – Mitch King
During the Trust Fund Committee meeting at the 2023 North American Conference, a key action item emerged: AFWA was tasked with submitting a letter to the air gun industry, urging them to contribute excise tax to the Wildlife Restoration Fund in a manner consistent with the archery and firearms industries. Additionally, the Committee proposed that AFWA develop a position statement to be presented at the Annual Meeting in September 2023, stating that the air gun industry should pay excise tax into the Wildlife Restoration Fund in alignment with the archery and firearms industries.

 

Subsequently, at the 2023 AFWA Annual Meeting, RESOLUTION 2023-04-07 was drafted and passed, calling for an Amendment of the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act to Include Airguns and Associated Ammunition.
 

After passing the Resolution, AFWA leadership (the Executive Director and the President) met with industry representatives during the SHOT Show—the meeting aimed to raise awareness among the airgun industry leaders.

The Airgun industry is not ready to push for the excise tax since it’s just beginning. A few think they could include big-bore airguns in the excise tax. A suggestion was to get more states involved and get more statistics on the number of airgun hunting licenses issued by the states.
Dan Forster mentioned that the archery industry wasn’t included in excise taxes when it started, but eventually, in the early 1970s, it started getting taxed.

· Update on FET Slippage through Internet Marketplace Facilitators – Dan Forster, ATA
Senator Crapo initiated a Government Accountability study last year. GAO interviewed many organizations, including ATA, ASA, OCI, WMI, etc.   The report was released in July 2024. According to GAO’s findings, the solution lies in enacting legislation that shifts the imposition of the tax in these transactions to the online marketplace facilitator, similar to how state sales taxes are collected. 
· Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Update – Paul Rauch, Matt Filsinger, and Paul Wilkes, OCI 

The presentation is attached to this report. Annex 1

· Joint Federal/State Task Force on Federal Assistance Policy (JTF) Update- Paul Rauch, OCI
JTF has been looking into issues through the Federal Aid Coordination Workgroup issues identification process. Four issues were identified for the last meeting.

1. Guam – Using traditional wildlife restoration funds to support conservation education projects.
a. Response: Not in JTF ability; this issue wasn’t addressed

2. Guam – Reducing redundancy between TRACS and GS

a. Response: we don’t work with GS, so we are trying to address this through TRACS

3. Michigan – Look at shifting focus for hunting from Consumption to Recreation

a. Response: Not a JTF action for policy change

4. Colorado – Seeking a waiver for Buy America for operational expenses.

a. Response: Not JTF issue, it will not be supported by OMB

· The Federal Aid Coordinators Working Group – Matthew Warner, AR
FAC met on March 25th and had discussions and updates on:

· Real Property Monitoring and Reporting Best Practices (Annex 2)
· Subaward management Best Management Practices

· OCI Updates on 2 CFR 200 changes and 

· TRACS updates

The FAC WG asked the Trust Fund Committee members for the approval of the Real Property Monitoring and Reporting Best Management Practices Document.
Action Item: TFC approved the Real Property Monitoring and Reporting Best Management Practices Document.
· New Business –Mark Tisa, MA 
No new business

The meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM
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