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AGREED MINUTE
1. In the couraa of the negotistions of tha Agreement described in paragraph R balow

10 develop a cummon framewark for dascribing and avaluating pregracc towards tha

usa of more humane traps and trepping maethads,
Unitad States of Amarica and nf the Europaan Community acknowledge that the

the Represerntatives of the

following Undecstanding haa bean reached.

Tha United States of America and the Eurapean Community consldar that the
Standarde annexed to this Understanding provida auch a common framework and a
basis for cooperation en the furthor davelopmant and implemantation by their

resgective competant authorities of the Standards.

Underscoring that it does not by its sndorsemant intand to altar the distribution ot
authority within the United States for requlation of the uce of traps and trapping
mathods, tha United Statas of America endorses the anniexed Standards as providing
such a cammon framawark far implementation by its competent autharities, for the

humane trapping of specified tarrestrial or semi-aquatic mammals.
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The United States of Amcrica and tha European Cammunity intend to encourage and

suppor resaarch, develapment, monitering and trairiing pragrams by their respective
authorities that promata the use and apglication of traps and trapping methads for
tho humane treatment of such mammals. They both recogniza the need to
re-avalualy and update the Standards annexed to this Underatanding as naw
tachnical and scisntific information and data become available based an such
programy. .

. o
The United States of America and the Europsan Community further intend to
Bﬁcﬂuraaa! their compatent autharities to monitar and report on pragress towards

implamaentation of the Standards annexed ta this Understanding.

The United Statas of America and the Eurupean Community recognize that nothing in
thiz Undarstanding affects thair rights and obligations under the Marrakesh
Agreemaent astablishing the World Trade Organisation.

The United Statas of America and the European Community state thair Intention ta
consult with sach other, at the raquest of either of them, on any matter concerning

this Underatanding or the annexed Standards with a view to finding a mutually

acceprable solution,
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8.  Wharaver the term “the Agreamant” is used in the annexed Standards, it is

underatood to mean the Agreament on Humana Trapping Standarda between

Canada, the European Community and the Ruassien Federation.

! )

Done at Brussals this sighteenth day of Dscsmber 1997, in dUD“CG*G.‘Iin the English

language.

For the Unitad States of America For the Europsan Community

S it

"-..\"'——-.
/ ¢

€lcér*"

Annex: Standards for the Humanse Trapping of Specified Terrestrial and Semi-aquatic

Mammals
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1.1.

1.2.

1.2-1,

1.2:2-

1.2.3.

PART I: THE STANDARDS

AIMS, ‘PRINCIFLES AND GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS OF THE STANDARDS

AIMS - - !

Tha aim’ of the Standards is ta ensure a sufficient leval of welfars of trapped

animals, and to further improve this welfare.

PRINCIPLES

In the avaluation of whather or nat a trapping method is humane, the waelfars of a

trapped animal must be azzecced.

The principla for deciding that a trapping methed is humane Is that it meets the

threshold requiremants in sections 2 and 3.

It Is assumed in setting the Standards that traps should be selective, officient and
in compliance with tha relevant requirements for human safaty of each Party.
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1.3.2.

QENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

Whalfara of animals is indicatad by maasuras af tha axtant af aass or difficulty in
their coping with tha snvironmant and the extant of failure to copa with their
enviranment. Since animals vary in the methods that they usa to try to cope with

their enviranment, a rangs of measures should be used when asssssing telr

weifara,

Indicators of walfare of trapped animals include thase of physioclogy, injury and
behavior. Sinca some of thasa Indicatars have not bean studlad for a vartety af
spacies. furthar sciantific studles will be nacessary to sat thrasholds undar these

Standards. as appropriate.

Although welfare can vary widely, the term “humane” is used only for those
trapping methods where the waitars ot the animals concarnad Is maintained at a
sufficiant lavel. although it is acknowledged that in certain situations with killing

traps there will ba a ahort paried of time during whioh the lavel of walfare may bo

poar,

The thresholds establishad in the Standards for the cartification of traps include:

(g} for restraining traps: the level of indicators beyond whicli the wolfare of

trapped animals is cansidared poor; and

(b) for killing trape: the time to unconsciousnaee and ingensibility and the

maintenance of this state until death of the animal.
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1.3.3.

21,

!
Notwithstanding that ths trapping meathods must meat the requiraments of
!
sections 2.4 and 3.4, conaideration should be given to cantinuing the

improvement of the design and setting of traps, In particular to:

(a) implrnuinq tha walfara of animals trappad in rastralning rrans during the

parlod of rastraint;

J‘ .
(b)  producing rapid onset of unconsciousness and insengibility of animals
/ i ¥
trappad. in killing trapa; and

!

{c) minimizing the capture of nan-target animals.

REQUIREMENTS FOR RESTRAINING TRAPPING METHODS

DEFINITION

"Raetraining Trapping Methods™ means traps dasigned and set with tha intantion

of not killing the trapped animal, but restraining its movements to such an extent

that a human can make diract contact with It

USA/CE/Annex/en 4
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2.2, PARAMETERS

2.2.1. In the avaluatian of whather or nat a restraining rapping method meets these
Standards the walfare of an animal that is trapped must be assassed.

2.2.2. The paramaeters must include Indicatars of behavior and injury liated in paragraphs

2.3.1 and 2.3.2.

2.2.3. Tha magnitude of regponcec for each of those paramataers must be assessed.

2.3. INDICATORS

2.3.1. Behavicral indicators recognized as indicators of poer welfara in trappad wild

animals ere:

(a) self-directed biting leading to severs injury [selt-mutiiation):

(b] excessive Immability and unreaponsivenaas.

USA/CE/Annex/en 5
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2.3.2. Injuries racognized as indicators of poor walfare in/tr:pped wild animals are:

(a)

(bl

(c)

(d)

(&)

(f)

(g}

(h)

{i¥

i}

(k]

)

(m)

(n)

fracture;

1
joint luxation proximal ta the carpus or tarsus;.
severance af_a tendon or ligament; /
majar pariastasl abragion;
sevare external haemarrhage or haemerrhage into an internal cavity;
major skelatal musclas degenaration:
limb ischemia;
fracture of a parmanent taoth axposing pulp cavity:
ocular damage including corneal lacnrati_un;
spinal cord injury;
severa intornol ergan damage;
myocardial degannrltiuni

amputation;

dasth.
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3.1,

3.2

3.2.1.

3.2.2.

THRESHOLNS

A restraining trapping methed would meet the Standards if:

{a) the numbar of specimens of the same target specias from which the data

are derived ig at loast 20; and

(b) atleast 8Q per cent of thesa animais show none of the Indicators listed in

paragraphs 2.3.1 and 2.3.2.

REQUIREMENTS FOR KILLING TRAPPING METHODS

DEFINITION

“Killing Trapping Metheds™ means traps designed and set with the intentlon of
killing a trapped animal of the targat species.

PARAMETERS

The time ot accurrance of unconsciousnass and Insensibllity produced by the
killing technique must ba datarminad and the maintanance of this stats until death

muast be checked (i.e., until heart function has ceased irreversibly).

Unconsciousness and insansibility must be monitered by ¢hecking cornaal and
palpebral reflaxes or any other sciantifically pravan suitable substituta

paramstar ('),

In casas where further tests arw /iccessary 1o determine if the trapping methed meets
the standards, additinnal slactrn-ancaphalogram (EEG), visual evoked rasponse (VER),
and sound avoked respunaa (3ER] measurements may be made.

USA/CE/Annex/an 7
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3.3. INDICATORS AND TIME LIMITS

“Time lImit to loss of corneal
and palpabral raflexes

Sp8cies

43U seconds

Mustala erminea it

120 ssconds

Martss americana 7
Martes ziballina

‘Martes martes A

JUU secands (%)

all.atner species set out in paragragr;. 4.1.

3.4. THRESHOLDS

A killing trapping mathod would meet the Standards if:

(a} tha number of spacimans of tha sama targat spacies from which tha data

ara darived g at least 12; and

(b) atleast 8O per cerit of these animala are unconscious and insensible within

the time limit. and remain in this state until death.

()) Tha Committee will evaluate the time limit at tha three-year reviaw raferred to in
Article 9(b}, whera data warrant such action, to adapt the tima limit requirament on
a species-by-spacias basis, with a viaw to lowering the 300 sacond time limit to
180 seconds, and to define a reasonable tme-[rame for implementation.
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PART II: LIST OF SPECIES AND IMP‘LEME}NETATION SCHEDULE
4, LIST OF SPECIES REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 3 OF THE AGREEMENT AND THE
IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE i
4.1.  SPECIES LST !!' |
The Standards apply to the following spaciag:” ‘ '
]
Common naime: . i Spcelea
Coyots Canis latrans
Wolf Canis lupus
Beavar (North Amarican) Castor canadenaia
Baaver (European) Castor fiber
Babeat ' Felis rufus
Ottar (North Amerioan) Lutra canadansis
Qtter (Europeant ' Lutrs Jutra
Lynx (North American) Lynx canadensis
Lynx (Eurapaan) Lynx lynx
Martan Martas amaricana
Flsher Martec pennanti
Sable Martes zibellina
Pine Marten Martes martes

Badgar (Europaean) Males malas

Muste/s erminea

Ermine

Raccoon dog Nyctereutes procyonaoidaa
Muskrat Ondatra zibethicus
Racooon Procyon lotor

Badger (Narth American) Taxides toxus

Additional spacias will be included in the future as appropriate.
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4.2,

4.2.1,

4.2.2.

4.2,3.

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE ()

Trapping methods are testad to demonatrate their conformity with these

Standards by the competent authorltles within:

(a} fer restraining trapping mathods, 3 to 5 years after tha entry into forca of
the Agreament, depanding on the testing priorities and availability of testing

facliltlas: and

(bl  for killing trapping methods. 5 yaars after ths sntry into force of the

Agreamant.

Within three ysars after the énd at the periods referred to In 4.2.1, the use of
traps that are not in aceardance with thess Standards are phasad out by the

respactive competent authorities.

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 4.2.Z, whers a compatant authanty
datarmines that tha results of trap tasting do nat suppart tha canfarmity of fraps
with tho Standards for cpecific cpacies or under cpecific environments| cenditions,
a cumnpatent authority may continue to permit the use of traps an an interim basis
while rasearch continues to identify replacement traps. In such cases, prior
netification should ba given batwanan tha Unitad Sraras and tha Eurapsan
Community of the traps to ba authorized for interim uca and the statue of the
research program. In cases in which this paregraph epplies with respect to
trapoing in the United Statss, the competent autﬁar'nies in the United States
should tranamit such infarmarian ta the Govarnmant of the United Statas for

tranzmiseion to tha Eurapean Community.

("  Authority to regulate traps and trapping methods for the taking in the United States aof
the specified terrastrial or sami-aquatic mammals rasides primarily In the stata and tribal

autharitias.
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4.2.4,

4.2.5,

In additlon ta paragrsph 4.2.3. and notwithstanding tha provisions of
paragraph 4.2.2, derogations may be granted by o campetent authority on a
case-by-Case basls consistent with the objectives ol the Standards, for any of the

following purposas:
(a} the intureats of public health or safety,

[b) pratactian of public or private property.

(c) purposes of rasearch, educatidn and protaction of the snvironmant, including

repopulation, reintroduction, breeding or for the protection of Hlora ond

fauna,

(J)  using traditional wooden traps eaaential far preserving cultural heritage of

indigenous communities.

Where implementing this paragraph, priar writtan natification of such derogations,
along with their reasana and gonditione, should be given by the United Statss or
the European Cammuriity. In the case of the United Statss, the sompatent
authorities should give such written notification to the Government of the

United States for transmission to tha Egropun Cammuhitv. along with their

reason and conditiona. S

Consultations on tha subjects referreéd 1o In paragraphs 4.2.3 and 4.2.4 should be
held pursuant ta paragraph 7 of the Agreed Minute at the raquest of aither the

United States of Amarica or tha European Community.
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PART Ill; GUIDELINES

GUIDELINES FOR THE TESTING OF TRAPS AND RESEARCH ON THE ONGOING
DEVELOPMENT OF TRAPPING METHODS

3.

Ta anaura acourscy and raliability, and to demanstrats that trapping mathods fulfil
the requirements set out in the Standards, atudiec for testing those trapping

Iénetr;oas should foliow the general principles of good experimental practices.

¥ 1

I’ the event that testing procedures are sstablishad under the framework of ISQ,
the International Organization for Standardization, and that such procedures are
relavant fof the assessmant of the confermity of trapping methods with semo ar
all the raquiramants of the Standards, the 1SQ procedures shall be used as

appropriate.
$.1. GENERAL GUIDELINES
performed accarding to comprahansive study protacals.

6.1.1, Tastc should be

6.1.2. The functloning of the trap mnechanism should ba tested.

USA/CE/Annax/en 12
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8.1.3.

S.1.4.

§.1.5.

5.1.6.

6.1.7.

5.1.8.

5.1.8.

Testing of traps in the field should be carried out in partioular for the ascecsmaent

ot selactivity. Thid test can aiso be used 10 collect data un caplure efliclency and

usar safety.

Restralning traps should be tasted in a campound, in perticular to ovaluata
behavioral and physiological paramatars. Kllling traps should be tesled in &
compound, in particular ta identify unconsclousness,

In the fisld tasts, traps should ba checkod daily.

Tha affectivanass of tha killing traps to render tha target animal uncansclous and
kill it should be tested on conscicus, mobile animals, hy laboratory of compound

and fisld measurements. The abllity of the trop to strike the targat animal at vital

locations should be avaluated.

The order of testing proceduras may be variad to ansura the most effactive

evaluation of the trapa to bo tested.
Traps should not expose the oparator 10 undue hazard under normal use.

Il appropriate, & broadar range of measurec should ba chcéhd whep tasting traps.
Fiald testing should Include studles of the effects of trapping an bath target and

non-targst spacies.
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5.2,

5.2.1.

5.2.2.

6.2.3.

e

A mwnm e A e -

!

STUOY SITUATION f" :

i
F

The trap should be sat énd used accarding to the best advics from manufacturars
or others an haw to do 30.

For compound testing, "F’ compound should be used that provides a suitablo
anvironmant for the ani?'nals of the target specles to move freely, hids and show
most normal boh“ior.."‘ar :_.hnufd ba possibla To set traps and monitor trapped
animals. Tha trop shoule ba set 10 that video and sound racording can ba mads

of the whale trapping éi:iaodo.
|

For fiald tasting, sites sL ould ha salactad that are representative of thase tnat will
be used in practice. Slnce the selectivity of the trap and any possihla advarsa
affects af the trap on non-(argyt species are impartant reaJons for field testing,
sitas for fiald testing mrav need to be chosen In diffarant habilats where differant
Aon-target species Ara iikqlv to ba ancountered, Pictures of each trap and [ts s&t
and of the goneral anvifonmcnt should ba taken. Tha trap identification number

should be mada a part of the photagraphic reaard before and after a strike.

ey ——— e, -

Tt M MweLr e  E—

s e
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F.3. STUDY PERSONNEL

6.3.1. Test personnel should bo appropriataly qualified and trained,

5.1.2. Among the test personnal there should be at least one person axperianced in the
use of the traps, and capabla of trapping the animals used in tha test and at least
one peraon experisnaed in each af the mathods of waifare assessmant for
restraining traps and in methods of a3sedsing unconsclousness for killing traps.
For example, the assassment of behavioral respanses to trapping end of
avarsiveness shaild be dana in particular by a trained person who s familiar with
tha interprotation of such data.

5.4. ANIMALS TO BE USED IN TRAP TESTING

5.4,1, Compound test animals should be in good haaith and representative of those that
are likely 1o be caught In the wild. The animale used should not havs prior
trapping expariancs of the trap being tested.

6.4.2. Prier to the testing of traps, animals should ba housed in appropriate conditians
and provided with adequate food and water. Animals should not ba housad in a
mannar that might in itsalf result In poor welfare. e

5.4,3, Animalz chould be acclimatized to tha tasting compaund prior o the start of The

[eat.

USA/CElAnnex/en 15
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5.5. OBSERVATIONS |

§.5.1, Behavior

5.5.1.1. Bahavioral obsarvations should be made Dy a tralned person, particulary In
refarance to the knawladga of tha sthology of the specias.

;‘ . . -

5.5.1.2, Aversiveness can be assessed by trapping the animal in a roadily recognized
gituation, then ro-fxnasiﬁg the animal to tha trap In the appropriate sitwalion
and evaluating its bahaviar.

5.5.1.3. Care should bw takearn (o distinguish respanses to additional stimuli from
responses 1o the trap or the situation.

5.6.2. Phyeiology

5.5.2.1. Some animals should bs fittad with telemevuic recorders (o.g., 10 record
heart rata, raspiratory rata) befora tasting. Such fiting sheuld occur long
gnough befare trapping far tha animal to recover from any disturbance causad
by having been fitted with such recorders.

5.5.2.2. All pracautions should be taken to limit inadequata or biased observations and

paramaters, sspecially thosa due to human intarfaranca when sampling.
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5.6.2.3.

6.5.2.4.

B.5.2.5.

5.5.2.8.

5.5.2.7.

/
When hia}bqicnl sampling (a.g.. of blood, urine. saliva) is performed, it should

be done at timeas rclcvant to the trapping svent and tha tima-dapandent
conslderations of the paramater baing evaluated. Control data from animals
kapt elsawhera in gqood conditlons and for different activitias, basaline dara
befora the t;!pping avant occurs. and somae rafarance data after sxtrome
atirnulnthl:!q (e.g., @ challenge tast with adranacorticatrophi¢ hormanes) should

alsa be collected.
: )

All blological s:l.\mpln should ba taken and stored according to the best
know!edgé 20 ancure concervation before analysis,

Analytical mathods used should be valldated,

For killing traps, whan naurological axaminations using reflexes (such as pain ar
eyes) are parformed in combination with the measuremant of an EEG and/or

VERS or SERS, they should be dane by an expert, to pravide relavant
information cancarning the consciousness ot the animal or the effectiveness of

the killing techniqus.

Whan the animals ars not uncousclous and insensible within the time dascribed
in the test protocol, thay should be killed In 8 humans way.

USA/CE/Annax/en 17
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5.5.3, Injuries and pathaleqy

8.6.3.1. Each tast animal should ba carefully examined o as to assess any injury,
Radiographic examinatien should be conducted to canfirm poasible fracturea.

5.5.3.2. Further detailed pathalogical axamination of dead animals should ba carried out,
Post-mortam examination should be performed in accordancs with accepted

vaterinary examination practicea by an experienced veterinarien,

5.5.3.3. The affactad argans or/and regions should be examined macroscopically. and

histologieally if appropriate.

5.6. REPQRT

5.6.1. The study report should contain all relevant infarmatian about tha axparimantal

design, materials and mathoeds, and reaulits, in partioular:

{a) the technical description of the trap design inciuding censtruction

material;
(b) manufacturers’ instructions far ua-i-:
{c) the description of the tast situation;

{d) weather conditiuns, in partcular temperature and snow depth;
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(f)

(9)

(h)

(il

i}

(k)

i

(m)

(n)

tha test personnel;

the numbar of animals and rrapa tastad:

the Lotal number of caplured target and nan-target animals of sach
stacles, and their relative abundance exprassed as rare. comman or
4bundant in chat srea:

selectivity;

details of any avidence that the trap was activated and injured an animal

that was not caught;

behavioral observations;

values of each physlological parameter measured and methodologios:
descriprion of Injurles and post-mortem examinations:

time to loss of consciousness and sensibility: and

statlst/cal analyses.
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