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Fisheries and Water Resources POLICY COMMITTEE
Chair: Jim Fredericks (ID)

Vice-Chair: Craig Bonds (TX)

Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024
Time: 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM EDT
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel
89th North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference
Grand Rapids, MI
Agenda

2:00 pm
Call to Order/Review Agenda/Approval of Minutes – Jim Fredericks (ID)

2:05 pm 
Introductions - All
2:10 pm
Working Group Reports
· Subcommittee on Water – Julie Carter (AZ)
· Drug Approval Working Group – Alan Johnson (IA)
· FWCA Working Group – Jen Sheehan (AR)
· Status of Bird & Fish Related Conflict Working Group
2:20 pm
Advances in Fishing Technology and Management Response– Mike Leonard, ASA

This item will focus on management responses to the impacts of advances in fishing technology (forward facing sonar) and the role of industry in management discussions.  
2:30 pm
Fish Health and Fish Culture - Ali Schwaab, AFWA
This presentation will summarize recent activities by AFWA members and partners relating to fish health and/or fish culture and will identify future opportunities to engage on these topics. The committee will be prompted to reflect on whether there is a need for a Fish Health and Fish Culture working group.
2:40 pm
Status of Piscicides in the U.S. – Julie Carter, AZ
This presentation will include updates on rotenone re-registration, antimycin registration and production status, and CO2. 
2:55 pm
National Fish Habitat Partnership and National Fish Habitat Assessment Update – Ryan Roberts, NFHP
This presentation will provide an update on the National Fish Habitat Partnership, including: board membership changes, ACE Act reauthorization efforts, and an overview of the National Fish Habitat Assessment methodology and timeline. 
3:15 pm
2022 National Economic Impacts of Sportfishing – Ben Scuderi, Southwick Associates

This presentation will summarize the national results of a MSCG-funded study to estimate the economic impacts of sportfishing. State-level fishing impacts will be available by the end of June. 

3:30 pm
Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training Center– Christopher Estes TBC
This presentation will summarize the findings of a MSCG-funded study to assess the feasibility of establishing an Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training Center. The final feasibility assessment was completed late last year. The committee will be asked whether it is supportive of the steering committee continuing to progress work to establish such a training center. 

3:45 pm
Break
4:00 pm
Fish Passage Updates– Federal Partners

Federal Partners are asked to provide any BIL/IRA fish passage-related updates at this time. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will provide an overview of the Federal Interagency Fish Passage Task Force’s work and an update on its Transformational Fish Project List initiative. 
4:15 pm
Other Federal Partner Updates – Federal Partners

This section of the meeting will be dedicated to non-fish passage related updates from our federal partners. 

4:35 pm
Federal Fish Summit Findings/Discussion – Dave Hu, USGS/All

Dave will provide an overview of the findings from the 2023 Federal Agencies Fisheries Summit, the purpose of the which was to build relationships and establish a 

community of practice to improve the landscape-scale management and conservation of aquatic, estuarine, and nearshore species and their habitats through federal agency coordination and collaboration. One of the report’s recommendations was to foster collaborative partnerships with state governments.
4:45 pm
Government Affairs Update - Ali Schwaab, AFWA

To inform the committee of recent and anticipated pieces of legislation and administrative items of relevance to the committee, including: FY25 Federal Budget information, formaldehyde review, Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund reauthorization, status of pieces of legislation AFWA has endorsed, etc. 
4:55 pm
Wrap up – Jim Fredericks 
5:00 pm
Adjourn



PAGE  
The Voice of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
- 1 -

