June 11th, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House The Honorable Mitch McConnell
U.S. House of Representatives Majority Leader

U.S. Capitol, H-232 U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Charles Schumer
Minority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

U.S. Capitol, H-204 Washington, D.C. 20510

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader McConnell, and Leader Schumer,

As this Congress continues to address the enormous economic and public health crisis facing our country
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our coalition of diverse organizations, businesses, professional societies,
state fish and wildlife agencies, and tribal nations request that the bipartisan Recovering America’s
Wildlife Act (H.R. 3742) be included in a future economic recovery package, because it represents a
smart, future focused investment that will create immediate and significant numbers of direct jobs, will
help restart the outdoor economy, and will support key sectors, such as agriculture, forestry, and ranching.

The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act will put Americans back to work expanding our recreational
infrastructure, restoring our natural resources, and investing in on-the-ground projects in every state,
territory, and tribal lands. This common-sense, fiscally responsible solution has brought 181 Members of
Congress together as cosponsors and received strong bipartisan support when it was reported out of the
House Natural Resources Committee by a vote of 26-6.

Our nation’s $778 billion outdoor economy—an economy that provides 5.2 million jobs, and represents
2.2 percent of the national gross domestic product—depends upon the restoration and conservation of our
nation’s wildlife, lands, and waters. According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, this industry boasts
an annual growth of 3.9 percent, which outpaces the 2.4 percent annual growth of the national economy.
The outdoor recreation economy historically shows higher increases in real gross output, compensation,
and employment than the national economy. Every million dollars invested in species and habitat
restoration creates 17 to 24 jobs (some estimates as high as 33 per million). Passage of the Recovering
America’s Wildlife Act has the potential to create between 23,800 and 33,600 jobs every year, while
adding 3.36 billion of national economic output. All of this would lead to a net positive gain of $1.96
billion annually to the Gross Domestic Product.

Importantly, this legislation will also provide $97.5 million annually to Tribal nations for on-the-ground
conservation projects that create jobs. Tribal nations are exceptional stewards of conservation, and many
Tribes’ cultures, traditions, communities, foods, and economies depend upon diverse and healthy natural
resources and wildlife populations. The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act would be the only federal
conservation program that guarantees sustained funding to Tribal governments to continue this work.
Currently, these projects are primarily being carried out one project at a time, which does not allow for
continued growth and job creation. Investment in Tribal communities and expertise is essential and
crucial, especially as these nations feel the economic impacts of COVID-19.



Finally, this legislation will save taxpayers money in the long run because it is based on the simple
premise that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Rather than defaulting to regulation and
litigation, this bill saves America’s imperiled wildlife through collaboration and constructive partnerships
in every state, territory, and tribal lands. If we invest proactively now, we can prevent more and more of
the 12,000 Species of Greatest Conservation Need from requiring listing as endangered or threatened
under the Endangered Species Act. Doing so will save American taxpayers hundreds of billions of dollars
compared to if all those species had to be listed (estimated at a minimum of $6.7 billion annually).

Creating jobs immediately and reducing long-term costs by enacting the Recovering America’s Wildlife
Act will bring together Americans from East to West and the Members of Congress that represent these
diverse constituencies— at a time when we really need it. More and more Americans have turned to the
outdoors for a respite during this pandemic. We now have an opportunity to accelerate our national
economic recovery by creating jobs restoring these important places and building upon the incredible
legacy our country has of uniting during difficult times of economic uncertainty. Thank you for your

consideration.

Sincerely,
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