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count Your Birds Instructions

BirdSleuth
Student Stationary Count Instructions

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY A STATIONARY COUNT?
A Stationary Count is a method of counting birds from a fixed area. 

During a Stationary Count, observers stand in a designated count area for a certain 
period of time and record all the birds seen or heard from there.

STEP 1: Identify the Stationary Count area.
■ With your teacher, define the boundaries of a count area that is 30 yards in diameter (that’s about

the size of a tennis court).
■ Give each Stationary Count area a unique name.

STEP 2: Record where, how, and when you count birds on the Tally Sheet.
■ Fill in the information in Boxes 1 and 2 on the Tally Sheet.

STEP 3: Look and listen for birds to identify and count.
■ Remember, you can count birds that are inside or outside the area as long as you see or hear

them while YOU are in the area.
●	Count time should be between 5 and 15 minutes long.
●	 Identify the bird species you see and hear, and count how many of each species are in

the area.
❇ Be careful not to count the same bird twice!

STEP 4: Record your bird data..
■ Record what you’ve seen on the Tally Sheet

in Box 3.
●	WHICH species you counted.
●	HOW MANY of each species you

counted.
●	Whether you reported all the birds you

identified.

STEP 5: Submit your data.
■ Visit the eBird website at www.eBird.org

to submit your data.

WHY ARE STATIONARY

COUNTS IMPORTANT?

Scientists use repeated stationary counts to

study how the species and numbers of birds in

an area change over time. Thank you for helping

our Lab of Ornithology researchers, and our conti-

nent-wide bird monitoring efforts, by becoming 

 citizen scientists and submitting your data!

I JUST SAW A COOL BIRD—BUT NOT DURING A STATIONARY COUNT!
CAN I RECORD IT?

YES! It’s called a CASUAL observation, and reporting that bird is as easy as 1-2-3!
1. Note the species of the bird.
2. Record the DATE when and LOCATION where you saw the bird.
3. Submit your data via the eBird site at www.eBird.org. Let us know it is a casual observation.
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BirdSleuth
Stationary Count Tally Sheet
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BirdSleuth. Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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BirdSleuth. Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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www.allaboutbirds.org
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The activity included here is from BirdSleuth, an inquiry-based curriculum for  
middle-school students. Classrooms involved in the full BirdSleuth curriculum: 
■ identify birds and learn the importance of habitat;
■ participate in citizen science—observing, collecting, and submitting data;
■ engage in the scientific process—investigating data and drawing conclusions;
■ and take part in authentic inquiry by designing and conducting their own research projects.

To learn more about BirdSleuth, contact the project’s leader at birdsleuth@cornell.edu or 
by calling (607) 254-2489. 

Here are additional resources about birds and bird watching:

eDucator’s guiDe to BirD stuDY:  Educator’s resources (activities, bibliography, 
funding pointers), student research, and an overview of the Lab of Ornithology’s Citizen 
Science projects.

■ www.birds.cornell.edu/schoolyard/index.html

all aBout BirDs:  Online bird guide, binocular guide, general bird and bird ID information. 
■ www.allaboutbirds.org

BirDsleuth:  View and download the BirdSleuth Reports webzine (an online student 
research journal), discuss bird education issues with other educators on the discussion 
board, and find links to resources and information.

■ www.birdsleuth.irg

urBan BirD stuDies:  Learn about pigeons, gulls, crows, and other urban birds.
■ www.celebrateurbanbirds.org

thaYer BirDing softWare:  Interactive software, photos, video clips, and quizzes. 
■ www.ThayerBirding.com

DiscoverY trunks may be available from a local nature center, zoo, or department of 
conservation office. 

cornell laB of ornithologY WeB site: www.birds.cornell.edu

BirDsleuth BirD iD carDs: BirdSleuth Bird ID Cards are a great way to help students 
learn how to identify 36 common birds! The front of each card contains a beautiful, full-color 
5x8” image, while the back describes the habitat, food preferences, range, and breeding biology 
of the bird featured. The cards come with password access to a bonus online quiz containing 
video, sound, and more photos of the focus card birds. It’s a great way for students to quiz 
themselves on birds by sound or sight. (More information on the birds listed in the cards can be 
found at www.allaboutbirds.org.) Order the cards at www.birdsleuth.org.

Resources About Birds and Bird Watching
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