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Nature tourism projects are often a tough sell, partially because success is
difficult to measure. Hard data on wildlife watcher activity (e.g.,
birdwatchers) often requires expensive, rigorous human dimensions
surveys. The eBird service provides a free, wildly-popular, and easily-
accessible method for the general public to log and view bird sightings.
eBird not only informs an improved understanding of bird distribution, but
also the location and activity of the birders themselves. For example, in
North Carolina alone, 3,748 eBirders spent 72,102 hours completing
68,679 checklists in 2017. Scott will present the benefits and caveats of
harnessing the massive and open-access eBird Basic Dataset (EBD) to
devise visitation metrics for sites, cities, communities, or regions. These
data have the potential to provide a low-cost method to inform marketing
strategies and provide measures of effectiveness for bird tourism
programs.
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