
 

 

AFWA R3 ADVANCEMENT AWARD 

 

Purpose of Award:  

To recognize outstanding, na�onal or regional level achievements in efforts that have proven 
recruitment, reten�on and reac�va�on (R3) impacts for hun�ng, fishing,  recrea�onal target shoo�ng, 
boa�ng and trapping by an individual, a unit, bureau, division, non-governmental organiza�on or a 
combina�on of the preceding that measurably advance the science and or applica�on of R3.   

This award is designed to be a recogni�on of the R3 community for accomplishments above and beyond 
simply doing a “good job.”  

Nomina�ons:  

Over the past two decades, the R3 movement has evolved into a sophis�cated, scien�fic and cri�cal 
wing of state fish and wildlife agencies and their partners.  The Associa�on establishes this award to 
encourage the con�nued advancement of this important field by recognizing individuals, bureaus, work 
teams and others.  

The recipient will be directly involved in the R3 work of an organiza�on or governmental en�ty, however, 
is not required to be a direct R3 prac��oner and could include a biologist, public rela�ons officer, 
conserva�on officer, specialist, or professional suppor�ng the R3 work within the AFWA regions who has 
contributed significantly by providing a measurable effort that either supports the field of R3 or scalable 
and innova�ve efforts providing measurable outcomes for par�cipa�on and or public support.  

Nomina�ons will be evaluated based on:  

1. Quality and effec�veness of the nominee’s work using proven R3 Best Prac�ces.  
2. Impact of the nominees work in advancing the R3 effort regionally or na�onally.  
3. The level of benefit (immediate, long-term or an�cipated) atributed to the nominee’s work.  

 



Judging:  

All nomina�ons will be reviewed by a chosen member from the Associa�on’s Hun�ng/Shoo�ng Sports 
Par�cipa�on Commitee, Angler and Boater R3 Commitee, as well as the award’s sponsor organiza�ons 
– Council to Advance Hun�ng and Shoo�ng Sports and the Na�onal Archery in the Schools Program.  The 
R3 Award Judging Commitee will make recommenda�ons to the Annual Awards Commitee for final 
selec�on.  

Award:  

Recipient(s) of the R3 Advancement Award will be recognized at the Annual Awards Banquet held at 
AFWA’s Annual Fall Mee�ng.  
 

Applica�on:  

Agency directors, State R3 Leaders and NGO administrators are invited to submit leters of nomina�on 
for the AFWA R3 Advancement Award. Please include the following items in your nomina�on package:  

1. Name, address and telephone number of nominator(s).  
2. Name, address and telephone number of the nominee.  
3. Descrip�on of the nominee’s contribu�ons to R3 advancement (please provide a brief narra�ve, 

and pictures and/or video if applicable) related to:  
a. Innova�ons in proven R3 advancement;  
b. Efforts to advance the R3 science;  
c. Regional or na�onal successes in R3 applica�on.  

 

Direct Ques�ons & Annual Award Nomina�ons to:  

Patricia Allen pallen@fishwildlife.org   

*Accep�ng electronic nomina�ons only.  Please submit nomina�ons to pallen@fishwildife.org  

Deadline to Submit Nomina�ons: July 1, 2026 
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