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Wild Fur  
Identifica-

-an identification and classification aid for Lynx  
species fur pelts. 

Purpose:  There are four species of Lynx including the Bobcat* 
(Lynx rufus), Canada Lynx* (Lynx canadensis), Eurasian Lynx* (Lynx 
lynx), and the Iberian Lynx* (Lynx pardinus).  L. rufus are found in 
North America ranging from central Mexico to southern Canada.  
Currently, L. rufus are found in all of the contiguous United States  
except Delaware.  Recent estimates suggest that there are at least 1.4 
to 2.6 million L. rufus in the United States.  The IUCN currently list 
L. rufus in the category óLeast Concernô, the same status as coyotes 
and whitetail deer.  Currently, 39 states permit some sort of limited 
take of L. rufus, and this species is utilized in international wild fur 
markets.   
 
This reference is intended to aid in distinguishing Lynx rufus pelts 
from the other three Lynx species.  This manual was developed by 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, USA.  
 
* there are numerous common and local names for each species 
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Lynx species 
There are four species of Lynx including the Bobcat* (Lynx rufus), 
Canada Lynx* (Lynx canadensis), Eurasian Lynx* (Lynx lynx), and 
the Iberian Lynx* (Lynx pardinus).  These species represent the genus 
Lynx.  While related, each is a unique species with unique  
characteristics that define the species. 
 
There are several characteristics that are useful to distinguish L. rufus 
from the other Lynx species including coloration of the dorsal and 
ventral sides, flank, and tail.  In addition, the relative size and length 
of the legs, feet, and ear tufts are also useful characteristics.  Please 
refer to the image below for descriptions of these terms.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following pages have detailed descriptions and comparisons of 
the different Lynx species.    
 

* there are numerous common and local names for each species 
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 The smallest of the Lynx species, L. rufus is found from southern 
Canada (approximately 50th parallel) to Central Mexico 
(approximately 18th parallel) (Young 1958).  The mean total length of 
L. rufus is 869 mm for males and 786 mm for females.  The mean tail 
length is 148 mm for males and 137 mm for females (McCord and 
Cardoza 1982).  Mean body mass of L. rufus is 9.6 kg for males and 
6.8 kg for females (Lariviere and Walton 1987). 
  
 All four species can have fur tufts on the face and ears and thus, 
this characteristic is not a reliable means of identification.  Converse-
ly, the feet of L. rufus are smaller, relative to overall body size, than 
the other Lynx species.   
  
   The fur of L. rufus is dense, short, and generally a yellow, red-
dish, or tawny color with black spots and black-tipped guard hairs.  
The ventral portion of the abdomen is white with black spots, and the 
forelegs have black spots or horizontal bars (please note that the other 
Lynx species, notably L. pardinus, occasionally have spotting in this 
area).  All lynx species have some black on the tip of the tail, L. rufus 
is the only species in which the black is limited to the dorsal sur-
face of the tip of the tail.  The tail coloration is a definitive charac-
teristic of L. rufus.   
 
 Due to the large geographic range of L. rufus, there can be some 
variation in pelage coloration and marking.  The traits listed on the 
following pages can aid in distinguishing L. rufus from the other 
Lynx species.   
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Due to the large geographic range of L. rufus, there can be some vari-
ation in pelage coloration and marking.  The following traits will aid 
in distinguishing L. rufus from the other Lynx species.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The L. rufus on the left is a 
reddish to tawny color while 
the L. canadensis (right) is a 
gray-silver color.  Both  
species have a black tip to 
the tail on the dorsal side, 
but on the L. rufus the un-
derside of the tail is  white. 
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The white underside 
of the tail is clearly 
visible in L. rufus 
(left).  Conversely, 
the black tip of the 
tail is clearly visible 
on the underside of 
this L. lynx (right). 

The ventral side of 
the tip of the tail is 
always white in L. 
rufus (left).   
Conversely, the black 
tip of the tail is clear-
ly visible on the un-
derside of this L. 
pardinus (right) and 
the other two Lynx 
species. 
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The ear tufts of  L. 
rufus (left) are much 
shorter than those in 
the other Lynx  
species  
(L. canadensis on 
right). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The dorsal side of 
L. rufus (left) is 
generally  
dominated by  
reddish-brown or 
tawny colors.  
Conversely, the 
dorsal portion of 
the L. lynx  (right) 
and L. canadensis 
is generally  
dominated by a 
grayish-silver col-
or.    
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